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Mato Kosyk in America

1. Introduction

In an article published in 1046 Tadeusz Grabowski managed to assemble
a large proportion of the known facls concerning the life of the Lower Sor-
bian poet, Mato Kosvk.' So far as we know, there has never been a compreher-
sive study of the poet's life and works, and Grabowski’s artiele is the fullest
accouni of the main events in Kosyk's life yet published. The lack of a critical
monograph makes it difficult 1o assess the exact position of Kosyk in Sorbian
literature, but it seems unlikely that there would be much opposition to a view
of him as the greatest Lower Sorbian poet,” and it is probably reasonable to
regard him as one of the leading figures in Sorbian literatyre as a whole,
occupying a place notl far behing Handrij Zejler and Jakub Bart-Cidinski.

The main milestones aof Kosyk's life are known ig literary historians, but
many of the details have been obscured for one reason or another, Even the
exact date and place of his death remained unknown until recently, Frido
Maisk's entry for Kosyk in the Sorbian Bipgraphical Dictionary states simply
that he died in 1940 in the US.A "

Grabowski was well aware of the lack of information on mAany aspects of
Kosyk's biography, particularly from the years (the Sreater part of the poet’s
life) spent in the U.S.A. On this subject Crabowski wrote:

Blizszvch szczegdlow z pobytue Késyka w Ameryce Péln., gdzie spedzil
dwle trzecie swego Zycia, niestety nie znamy. Epoka ta otoezona jest jakas
dziwng tajemnics. Spoza Jei zaslony wylonil sie zaledwie drobny fragment
W postact ogloszone] w r, 1028 w czasopismie . LuZica® czgstki autobio-
grafii Kdsyka obejmujacej zaledwie lata Jego pierwsze] mlodosci z kilky
wzmiankami o pobycie w Stanach Zlednoczonych, Mozliwe, ze ze wzgle-
déw politveznych nie podobna bylo dotychezas oglaszac te] ciekawej
spowiedzl zycia sedziwego pisarza. Dzid jednak, kiedy stosunki polityezne
zmiently sie calkowicie, nic nie powinno stanac na przeszkodzie opubli-
kowaniu calodei autobiografii najstarszego pioniera odrodzenia Dolnyeh
Luzyc. Ostatnio nawet daty smierci Kdsvka nie udalo sie ustalicd.’

The outbreak of the Second World War had prevented communication
between Kosyk and his homeland during the last years of his life, and Gra-

—

' Tadeusz St. Grabowski, Sprawy tuzyckie. Mato Kdsyk. Najprzedniejszy '
poeta Dolnych Lutye, Przeglad zachodni, T1. 1846, pp. 1033—43

“Jerzy Sliziaski, Mato Hosyk o Polsce i w Polsce, Létopis Instituta 2a serb-
ski ludeospyt, Rjad A, ¢ 20/2. 1873, pp. 223--98 {223), hesitates to confirm this view.

' Serbski biografiski slownik, Bautzen, 1870, pp. 132—33

"Grabowski, op, cit., p. 1037
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bowski adds that in 1946 it was still thought by the Sorbs that Kosyk was
alive and had reached his ninety-third birthday. Subsequent news from
Prague that he had “died several years ago” did not include further details.’
~ Our objective in this article is to make a contribution to Kosyk’s biography,
in particular to the American part of it — the period which Grabowski said
was “covered by some strange mystery”. The fact that Kosyk’s years in Ame-
rica merited research was drawn to the attention of one of the present authors
(G. Stone) by Frido Métgk in the course of conversation in 1965. Independently,
the other author (R. Dalitz) had gathered together a number of documents
from America, giving basic data concerning Mato Kosyk and his family, and
the appointments held by him there. When the two authors came together,
working in adjacent colleges in Oxford, there was discussion between them
on the outstanding questions concerning the life of Mato Kosyk and it proved
possible later for the first author (R. Dalitz) in the course of short stays in the
U.S.A. in 1973 and 1974 to visit some of the places where Kosyk had lived, to
. interview people who had known him, and to discover further new sources
on the poet’s life."

Before proceeding to this new information, however, it may be useful to
summarize what is already known from various sources of Kosyk’s life.”

Mato Kosyk was born in Wijerbno (Werben) (Kr. Cottbus) on 18 June 1853.
He was the first child of a Kossit family in Wjerbno. His parents’ names (as
given on his baptismal record) were Georg Kossick (genannt Richo) and
Maria Schillo (Sapjatzer). With the help of the Wjerbno pastor Friedrich
- Pétko, he was enabled to study at the Friedrich Wilhelm gymnasium in Cott-,
bus, but without completing his studies there left to find employment as an
official on the Leipzig—Dresden railway. In 1876/77 he returned to Lower
Lusatia and from 1881 became one of the editors (together with Hajno Jordan
and Kito Swjela) of the Bramborske Nowiny (subsequently named, after 1885,
Bramborski Casnik).. In 1883, taking leave of his people and his home village
Wijerbno, he emigrated to North America on 31 October." In 1885, after some
theological studies in his new homeland, he became a pastor of the Wartburg
Synod, at Wellsburg (Iowa). Kosyk made one return visit to Lusatia in 1886
following the death of his brother Kito.! After his return to the U.S.A. in

° Ibid., p. 1037n.

G A brief, preliminary note on this undertaking was published by Frido Méték in
Zajimawa wuprawa po Kosykowych puéach w USA, Rozhlad, 3, 1974, pp. 115—116.
Some further items have been included in an article published by Siegfried Ramot,
“... k$éla k chlodnym Blotam zas!” in Serbska pratyja 1975, pp. 46—7.

* Apart from the entry in the Sorbian Biographical Dictionary (see note 3 above),
- which includes a bibliography, the following article is useful: Gerat Hanc¢ka,
Kosyk — pozabyty delnjoserbski basnik?, Rozhlad, 12, 1970, pp. 476—82,

8 From the entry in the Auswandererregister of the Wjerbno church, written
there presumably by pastor Bjarnat Kruiwica,

! See Z awtobiografije Mateja Kosyka. Drugi staw. LuZica, 1928, p. 40. This essay
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1887, he continued his career in the German-'spe'aking synods of the Lutheran
church there, finally ending up as a pastor in El Reno (Oklahoma). Little was
known of his domestic circumstances apart from the fact that he married, that
his wife came from Poland, and that the marriage was not particularly
happy." Later, he retired to a farm at Albion (Oklahoma) and died in 1940
(exact date and place unknown)."! '

Kosyk’s first major poetic work was his narrative poem Serbska swajzba
w Blotach (printed in 1880), which portrayed in hexameters contemporary
rural life in Lower Lusatia. This. was followed by his national epic Pserada
markgroby Gera, which was first published in the Casopis Madéicy Serbskeje
in 1882. Most of his short poems were scattered throughout the literary jour-
nals of the day, but three collections of these poems were published in book
form during his lifetime (Zbérka dolnoserbskich pésnjow, Wojerecy (Hoyers-
werda), 1893; Pésni, I, Bautzen, 1929, and Pésni, 1I, Bautzen, 1930).1

2. Documents from the Life of Mato Kosyk and his Family

Our picture of Kosyk’s life is made more complete by the following docu-
ments: "

(I) Marriage Licence and Certificate. This shows that a licence was granted
on 20 November 1890 by the County Judge of Lancaster County in the State
of Nebraska to solemnize a marriage between:

i . | Place g Father’s Mother’s
Name of parties Age | Color of Birth Residence Nesia Miiden Name
Mathew Kossick 37 White | Germany | Princeton George Mary Schillo
(Groom) Nebr, Kossick
Anna Wehr 36 White | Germany | Princeton Ludwig Emily
(Bride) Nebr. Wehr Dahlstrom

and that Mr. Mathaus (sic) Koessick (sic) and Miss Anna Wehr were duly
joined in marriage on 21 November 1890 at Princeton, Lancaster County, by

is reprinted in Mato Kosyk : Wubérk =z jogo spisow, ed. J. Frencl, Berlin, 1956.
Also Hanc¢ka, op. cit.,, pp. 479—80

U The evidence for this is an extract from a letter written by Kosyk in 1928,
published by Frido Métsk in Chrestomatija dolnoserbskego pismowstwa, 1I, Berlin
1957, p. 144. (See also Sec. 5 below)

U Cf. Serbski biografiski stownik, p.132. Han ¢k a, op. cit. p. 476, however, gives
23 December 1940 as the date of Kosyk’s death, but does not give his source.

12 The entry in Serbski biografiski stownik implies that there were four separate
books of poetry published. The fourth book was a reprint of PSerada Markgroby
Gera at Bautzen in 1924, as volume V in the series Dom a Sswét.

3 Photocopies are in the possession of the present authors. A copy of each item
will be deposited with the Sorbian Cultural Archives at Bautzen upon completion
of the present work.
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Pastor Jacob-Mora-Ch._ The witnesses were Heinz Tiedemann and E;mma Tiede-
mann. ' A | ' _

(II) Death Certificate. This shows that Matthew Kossick, a farmer, born at
Werben, Germany, on 18 June 1853, died at his usual residence just outside
the town of Albion (“1 mile North”) in the County of Pushmataha, State of
Oklahoma at 1.45 p.m. on 22 November 1940, and was buried in the Cemetery
the following day. The certificate states that he had been living in that com-
munity for eight years (in fact, he had lived there for 28 years). The death was
reported by Wilma Kossick, his wife, aged 58. '

(IIT) Baptismal Record. This is taken from the Kirchenbuch der Unabhin-
gigen Ver. fiir Luth. St. Paulus Kirche in Centerville Precinct, Nebr.! This
was the parish of which Mato Kosyk was the pastor at this time. It was
generally referred to as the “Stockfeld Parish” after the name of the pastor
who established it, but the name “Princeton Parish” is used in the Synod
records.” This record reads as follows:

1891 Nr. 28. Den Eheleuten Matthaeus Kossick (ev. luth. P.) u. Anna Jose-
phine geb. Wehr ist am 7. Sept. 1891 ein Sohn geboren, welcher am 1. Nov.
1891 getauft u. Georg Ludwig genannt worden. Pathen: Georg Kossick
u. Emilie Wehr aus Deutschland (vertreten d. John Tiedemann u. Ge-
mahlin).

(IV) Death Certificate. This shows that George Louis Kossick, a farmer,
single, and born in Nebraska on 7 September 1891, the son of M. Kossick and
Anna Kossick (nee Wehr), died of apoplexy at 3.30 p.m. on 23 August 1915
at the village of Albion, township of Tuskahoma, County of Pushmataha,
State of Oklahoma.'

(V) An Autobiographical Record. This was prepared by Kosyk in aboutj
1925—28 in response to a request from the Statistician and Historian of the
Nebraska Synod, for transmittal to the central body, the United Lutheran
Church in America. He describes himself as Matthaeus Kossick, born in Wer-
ben (Spreewald), Germany, on 18 June 1853, the son of George Kossick, a

1 This is the full title written inside the front cover of this register book. The
book is now held at the Grace Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. It contains no
record of Kosyk’s marriage, although it records one other marriaze for the year
1890. This parish was disbanded in 1932.

15 The account given of this parish under the heading “St. Paul’'s. Princeton” on
p. 188 of the book Story of the Midwest Synod U.L.C.A., 1890—1950 is in complete
disagreement with the record given in this Kirchenbuch. On p. 168 of Story of the
Midwest Synod the list of parishes served by Kosyk are given correctly and in the
proper time sequence; the Princeton parish is included in this list.

6 Pushmataha was a chief of the Choctaw tribe, one of the “Five Civilized
Tribes” which had been moved in 1830 from the south-east States of America to
the lands which became known later as the Indian Territory. The Choctaw tribe
had been resettled in this district and Pushmataha’s name was given to the county
when this was established. Tuskahoma is Choctaw for ‘red warrior’, as Oklahoma
is Choctaw for ‘red people’.
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farmer, and Mary Kossick (nee Schillo). In this document Kosyk further states
that he studied in Germany and in the Seminary in Chicago, Hlinois, before
being ordained by the Wartburg Synod at Mount Pulaski, Illinois, on 14 June
1885. Subsequently, according to his statement. he held pastorates in the -
following parishes:

Wellsburg, Iowa, from 1 March 1885 to 29 August 1886."

Ridgeley, Nebraska. from-1 June 1887 to 1 June 1889.

Princeton, Nebraska, from 1 June 1889 to 30 September 1895,

Stamford, Nebraska, from 4 July 1896."

Ohiowa, Nebraska, to the end of 1907,

El Reno, Oklahoma, until Sunday Jubilate 1913,

Kosyk states that in November 1890 at Princeton, Nebraska, he married
Anna Wehr, who was born at Duszno, Province Posen, Germany, the daughter
of Ludwig Wehr and Emilie Wehr (nee von Dahlstrém?®), and that they had
one son (deceased). Finally, he adds: “N. B. Because of deafness I retired
from ministry living now on my place close to Albion, Oklahoma.”

(VI) County Land Records. U.S. law requires that the transfer of land
ownership be registered at the Court Office of the county concerned, by the
deposit of an appropriate legal document, signed by the grantor (the earlier
owner) and the grantee (the later owner).

For Pushmataha County, the county seat is Antlers. The land documents
held there are bound into several hundred large register books, more or less
in the proper time sequence,”! starting from the year 1908 when this territory
was first opened for white settlement. These books are accessible to the public
and the documents are indexed alphabetically, but only according to the name
of the grantor. Consequently, the index registers readily allow us to make
a complete list of all the pieces of land in Pushmataha County owned by
members of the Kossick family at one time or another, and to learn how they
disposed of each piece. On the other hand, to determine how and when they
acquired each piece of land is a rather difficult problem, in general. A page-
by-page scan of the first three books allowed us to trace their purchase of the
two large pieces of land — of 400 acres in 1908 and 510 acres in 1909 — which
became known later™ as the Seminary Farm and the Synodical Farm,
respectively. Their acquisilion of several other large tracts of land could not
be traced in this way and it is most probable that their ownership of these

7 The gap between August 1886 and June 1887 is accounted for by his refurn
visit to Lusatia (see p. 43 above). 4

I8 Kosyk gave incomplete entries for his pastorates at Stamford and Ohiowa.

" This date is 13 April 1913.

* There is good evidence that the use of the prefix “von” here was an error on
Kosyk's part (see footnote 52 below).

*l It appears that, in these early years, registration was often delayed for some
years, due to one circumstance or another,

2 Cf. Sec. 5.
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tracts was the result of loan defaults, some vears after they had settled at
Albion. The earliest records specify the amount of money changing hands in
the transaction, but the later records use the general formula® “for $ 1 and
other valuable considerations”. ' '

For Canadian County, the county seat is E1 Reno. Here also there are a large
number of register books. There is no alphabetical index, but there are sum-
mary registers which give for each transfer the names of the grantor and
grantee, the date on the legal document, the book and page number where
it can be found, and the surveyor’'s reference for the piece of land. Two pur-
chases in 1908 and two purchases in 1911 were found by scanning these sum-
maries; the sale of three of these pieces of land were found to take place in
1910, 1914 and 1923. :

For the relevant Nebraska counties (Lancaster, Harlan and Fillmore), we
have made search only at Lincoln, the seat of Lancaster County. The records
there are preserved on microfilm and there is no index. Further, since Lincoln
is the capital city of Nebraska and had been in existence for many decades
before Kosyk came to Lancaster County, the number of land transfers recorded
is exceedingly large and no record concerning the Kossick family could be
found. It is known from letters written by Kosyk and his wife that they
possessed farm land in Harlan County while they lived at Stamford.” Prob-
ably they also owned land in Lancaster and Fillmore Counties, while they
were living at Princeton and Ohiowa, respectively, but we have no documen-
tary evidence at all concerning the nature and extent of their land ownership
in Nebraska. i

3. Printed Sources Relevant to Kosyk’s Life in America

There are a number of useful printed sources located in the following
publications, mostly American, viz:

(I) Article by “Kossick, stud. theol.” entitled “Fin lebendiger Denkstein
im Herzen Deutschlands”, in Der Lutherische Kirchenfreund for 10 October
1884, on the reverse of the title page.” This paper was published in Chicago
for “Die Evangelisch-Lutherische General-Synode in den Vereinigten Staaten
von Nord-Amerika”, the editor being Prof. E. F. Giese, who was also the senior

# Even here, the price of the land can be bracketed because the amount of the
stamp duty payable was based on the actual money changing hands.

* This is mentioned in passing in two letters dated 3 September 1896 and addres-
sed to Kosyk’s mother, the first by Kosyk and the second by Anna Kossick. The
originals are held at the Sorbian Cultural Archives at Bautzen. We are most grate-
ful to Dr. Frido Métsk for having made available to us copies of this and several
other letters referred to in this article.

® This issue may also be identified as “Ganze Nummer 692" or “Jahrgang 186,
Nr. 36”, both characterizations being printed on the title page. A copy of the article
has been deposited with the Sorbian Cultural Archives of the Academy of Sciences
of the German Democratic Republic at Bautzen,
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professor of the Chicago Theological Seminary where Kosyk was then a
student. In his article, Kosyk acquaints his readers with something of the life
and history of the “Wends", emphasizing their reputation for faithfulness and
piety, and describing customs connected with church attendance. He refers
to the lack of Sorbian pastors and suggests that American philanthropists
might help improve the situation with monetary contributions. The article
closes with some lines of verse ini Lower Sorbian, as follows:™

Daloko pod zajtra znaju ja kraj tak krasny kaz Eden,

Zbozne pobspiwany wot nebjaskich spiwarjow wsednje,

Na kotrychz kjarlize wotgronije zuki wjeleserake,

Tam se po swetem nalogu cesne a hujspurne zowki

Waze na slobranych zwalkach maeandriskich reckow.

Dere, ja znaju ten kraj wsak maly, glich wutroby zwerne

Dybju stawnje we njom we negluce ako we gluce,

Dere, wsak znaju ten kraj, ja znaju te — domacne pola.

This was accompanied by a German translation in verse.
(II) Editorial Note concerning Kosyk's death, in the Lutherischer Herold

for 23 January 1941, on p. 11, as follows:*

Nachrichten aus dem Mittelwesten. Nachtréiglich erfuhren wir, daB ein

Wohltiter unsrer Synode aus dem Leben geschieden ist. In Albion, im

stidlichen Oklahoma, in den Ozarks hat er gewohnt, weit entfernt vom

Territorium der Synode des Mittelwestens. So ist es geschehen, daB3 wir

erst ldngere Zeit nach dem Tode dieses Wohltiters von seinem Abschei-

den erfuhren. Wie gerne hitten wir ihm die letzten Ehren erwiesen.

Pastor M. Kossick war der letzte der Griinder unsrer Synode. Seit vielen

Jahren, und den meisten der Glieder unserer Synode unbekannt, lebte

er-in der Stille der Ozarkberge. Aber er hatte ein warmes Herz fiir seine

Synode, die er-hat griinden helfen. Einen Teil seines Eigentums hatte er

schon lange der Synode Ubergeben. Noch im letzten Jahr hat er der

Kirche tber $ 1240 fir wohltitige Zwecke {ibergeben. Auch das Werk des

Lutherischen Herolds lag ihm am Herzen. Es tut uns leid, daB dieser

letzte der Viter unsrer Synode von uns gegangen ist. Moge Gott es ihm

lohnen, was er an Wohltétigkeit getan hat.

(III) Obituary dated 2 January 1941, in The Lutheran, XXII, 16, issue of
15 January 1941, p. 30.® From this we learn that Kosyk became a citizen of

2 The poem was printed without diacritics, since these could not be provided by
the printer. L

¥ The Lutherischer Herold was published in Philadelphia for the United Luthe-
ran Church of America (U.L.C.A.) It succeeded Lutherischer Zions-Bote (see foot-
note 43 below), after the latter and Deutscher Lutheraner (published by the Eastern
Synods of the U.L.C.A.) were combined in 1922,

® The Lutheran was the official organ for the English-speaking Lutherans of the
Evangelical-Lutheran General Synod of the United States of North America, just as
Lutherischer Herold was for the German-speaking members of this Synod.
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- the U.S.A. on 26 September 1894. The funeral service was conducted by the
Rev. C. Goede, “an old friend of Mr. Kossick”, assisted by his son, the Rev.
William Goede. This obituary also refers to Kosyk’s benefactions: “His gifts
ran into the thousands of dollars not only for the work in the Midwest Synod
but also for work outside the Synod and in foreign lands”. A manuscript draft
of this obituary (by Pastor E. C. Hansen) states: “In November 1890 he was
married to Anna (nee) Wehr, to which union one son was born, who preceded
him in death, 1915. In 1929 his faithful wife was called away in death”. The
published version does not mention her death, nor gives the son’s year of
death. '

(IV) Obituary in Lutherischer Herold, XIX, issue of 9 January 1941, pp.
9—10." The contents are closely similar to those of the obituary in The Luthe-
ran, artd the author is the same. The following sentences are interesting,
however, and are not given in the English version of the obituary: “Pastor
‘Kossick war einer der stillen, ruhigen Seelen im Lande, nicht nur reich geseg-
net von der Gnade Gottes, syndern auch reich gesegnet mit irdischen Giitern.
Er hat in den letzten Jahren seines Lebens fast sein ganzes irdisches Ver-
mogen der Kirche des Herrn gegeben und viele Arme mit seinen Gaben reich
gemacht.”

(V) Story of the Midwest Synod U.L.C.A., 1890—1950, n. d. or p.*' This
contains a number of references to Kosyk. There is mention of his role in
setting up the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska in 1890, with
the statements (p. 30): “From Princeton he drove his horse and buggy to
attend the organisation of the German Nebraska Synod on July 24. He stayed
only one day”, and (p. 2): “A committee, consisting of the pastors Wm. Thoele,

» The draft obituaries are located in the Archives of the Nebraska Synod, Luthe-
ran Church of America, in Omaha, Nebraska. Both draft obituaries and the Ger-
man published version give Stanford as one of the parishes served by Kosyk, but
the English published version gives the correct name, Stamford. We are much in-
debted to Rev. F. H. Farstrup for his help in locating and providing us with copies
of these and other documents in his care.

30 See footnote 27 above.

I After World War I, more and more English came to be used in the parishes of
the German Nebraska Synod; from 1935, the Minutes of the Synodical Meetings
were published in English, with mimeographed German Minutes also available.
Also, the Synod came to have many parishes which lay outside the State of
Nebraska. Finally, in 1937, it was agreed that the name of the Synod should be
changed to “The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest”, generally being
referred to as the “Midwest Synod”. In 1954, the Synod merged with the Synods
of Kansas and Nebraska to form “The Synod of the Central States”. In 1962, this
latter Synod became a district of the Lutheran Church of America (L.C.A), as a
result of a larger merger involving the United Lutheran Church of America
(U.L.C.A.), of which the Midwest Synod had been a district since its formation in
1918 by a merger involving the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in the United States (of which the German Nebraska Synod had been a district since
the formation of the latter in 1890).

A Létopis A 24/1
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Matthias Kossick and a Mr. Westphal, a lay delegate ... was appointed to

present recommendations concerning a synodical constitution™. This book also

contains a photograph of the poet (p. 30)" and the following further in-

formation (pp. 30—-31): '

~ Pastor Kossick was one of the few left of a vanishing race, the “Wends”.
For him German was an acquired language. In his youth he wrote four
volumes of poetry in the Wendish language. By marriage and by in-
heritance he acquired comparative wealth, most of which he lost to
dishonest natives in Albion, Oklahoma. They borrowed money from him,
giving their landholdings as security at twice their true valuation. Then
they left him to hold the land instead of paying him back. Thus he
acquired several thousand acres of nearly worthless land. As heavy taxes
began to eat into his money reserves he gave a large portion to the
Catholic* church on an Annuity basis. He also gave 200 acres to the Martin
Luther Seminary Institution at Lincoln and his last holdings he gave to
Synod in 1930. dr

The transfer of Kosyk’s land is dealt with in greater detail later (pp.
113—115). We shall quote the main passages verbatim:

Pastor M. Kossick, one of the founders of Synod, when he retired from
active ministry in Enid,* Oklahoma, moved to Albion, Oklahoma, where
he had acquired some farm and timberlands. Albion is located in Push-
mataha County in the southeastern corner of Oklahoma, where the Ozarks
push into the state. The mountains in that part of the country are called
the Kiamichi mountains. The country was and still is primitive and
relatively undeveloped and the hinterlands in the mountains was and still
is the home of Indians, half-breeds and the hide-out of outlaws. The best
that could be said for the country was that the climate was very healthy
and the views very scenic. And these were the two chief considerations
that caused Pastor Kossick, his wife and son to move there,

When the people of Albion discovered that Pastor Kossick and his wife
were people of means and willing to loan money to those in need, many
people borrowed large sums of money, giving as collateral mortgages on

2 This is the well-known portrait réproduced in several publications, including
Mato Kosyk : Wubjerk = jogo lériki, Bautzen 1953. The same portrait is again
reproduced, on a smaller scale, on p.113 of the Story of the Midwest Synod
U.L.C.A,, 1890—1950. ;

* This does not mean the Roman Catholic Church. The land (510 acres on the
south side of the Kiamichi river (see Sec. 5 below)) was in fact given to the German
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska, as the county land records at Antlers
(the county seat for Pushmataha County) demonstrate, Cf. Sec. 5 below.

¥ There is a discrepancy here. In his Autobiographical Record (Sec. 2(V) above)
Kosyk malkes no reference to Enid. The Annual Minutes of the Conference of the
German Nebraska Synod (see item. (VI) of this section) show that El Reno and
Union City were the only two Oklahoma parishes which Kosyk served as pastor.


























































































