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PREFACE.

*

TrRAVANCORE, the southernmost State in India, was well known
in early times, Nevertheless, its early history, extent of its
territory, and other particuiars are mostly buried in obscurity,
owing to the non-existence of a correct and detailed history of
the kingdom. The existence of the king dom going back to
pre-historic times, no historical facts are found recorded illus-
trating its antiquity.

There is scarcely a kingdom on the face of the earth, whose

dynasty continued to exist in an unbroken line of succession,
from the time of its foundation to the present day.

The mother-country of Travancore was the Mahdala
kingdom Chera, which once covered the best portion of
Southern India, and which underwent varicus changes during
the four Yugas according to the Purani¢ accounts, In the
present age, Kali Yugs, it was gradually reduced to the
present Travancore with its area of 66534 square miles,
situated between the 8th and 10th degree of north latitude.
In this reduced state, Travancore became more strongly
protected by natural boundaries, the south and the west
being bounded by the Indian Ocean, the east, by the range
of the high ghauts, and the northern parts being mostly
covered with back-waters, rivers, lakes, &c. Thus the situa-
tion of Travancore being unfavourable for the march of horses
and elephants that formed the best portion of an army in
those days, saved it from the incursions of foreign invaders.

When maritime powers began to rise, Travancore finding
itself too weak to resist them, made alliance with them and
pursued its original policy of commerce, thus avoiding quarrels.

Travancore is perhaps the only kingdom in India which
preserves its original caste, religion, customs, manners, insti-
tutions, &c., &c., and the compiler of the Travancore records
18 perfectly-right in saying that ¢ Travancore is one of the
“ very few remaining specimens of a pure Hindu Government,

““the institutions of which have never been affected by the
“ Mahomedan conquest.”

The peculiar class of Numboory Brahmans whom Parasu
Rama newly organized, retain without any change what-
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ever, all their Brahmanical observances even to the p:é{)ét\
se-

day. The four castes introduced by Parasu Rama, and
quontly multiplied to seventy-two by Sankara Acharyar, as
shown in the Kerala Ulppathy, are still flourishing in Tra-
vancore, as will be seen from the Travancore Census Report,
recently published. :

The Chera characters, the Tamil and Grandha, are the
national letters in Travancore, and the former is still the
character in which the Government records are written.
From its original state, as Chera Mandalam, the largest of
the three Mandala kingdoms, covering the best portion of
Southern India, it was reduced to a small province, bounded
by Canara, Coimbatore, Tinnevelly and the Indian Ocean.
Subsequently we find that it flonrished under its present name

Travancore, and continued tributary to the Rayers of Vijaya-_

naggur, when Viswanatha Naicker assumed the Government
of Madura. Under the Rayer dynasty, Travancore was still
reduced and humiliated by being degraded to the low position
of a feudatory chief. The Rev. W. Taylor, in his translation
of Historical manuscripts, page 161, observes that during the
sway of Thirumali Naicker of Madura, the Malayalam, Nan-
jenaud Rajah (King of Travancore) was included among ‘“ the
seventy-two Palliyams (feudal chiefs) appointed to guard the
bastions of the Pandian capital.”

From the position of a feudatory State, Travancore rose
again, slowly but surely, and recovered many of its lost
possessions, both in the east and in the north.

An important feature in the history of Travancore, is, that
even after being reduced to a feudatory State, its sovereigns
were able to extend their dominions to its present extent,
solely at the point of the sword, through the bravery of
Travancore’s sons alone, unaided by any external agencies,
till the beginning of the present century, thus showing that
the natives of Travancore are quite competent for the admi-
nistration of the country, in its Revenue, Civil, and Military
branches. This history will shew how the sovereigns and
the Statesmen of Travancore distinguished themselves in the
government of the kingdom, when western enlightenment
and civilization were unknown in India,

This remarkable native State, being situated at the southern-
most extremity of the Indian empire, had not been brought
forward prominently before the public in early times, nay, not
till the assumption of the Government of India by the British
Crown ; and consequently, it is not surprising that its original
history remained in obscurity. In the absence of a correct
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and detailed history of the country in print, it is impossible
for the public to possess any real and true knowledge of the
t and present political affairs connected with this kingdom.
ence, we find, the character of the former administration of
e country and of its sovereigns spoken of from erroneous
ta, and writers indulging themselves in advancing com-
tively false views of persons and things.

ere are some short accounts of Military operations and
other political events concerning this country, embodied in
modern works published at various times, but nothing in the
form of a full and true history has hitherto appeared in the
Enflish language. .

In the Malabar year 1043, a small work in the shape of
s Malayalam pamphlet compiled gy one Pachu Moothathu of
Vycome, a Sanscrit scholar and a Native Practitioner, attached
to the palace of His Highness the Maha Rajah of Travancore,
appeared at Trevandrum, This work, however, short and
abridged and based upon erroneous data on certain important
points, contains many trustworthy and real accounts connected
with the progress of the kingdom, under the present dynasty
and the good and memorable administration of the sovereigns
as well as the meritorious labours of many of the able Minis-
ters of the State. Great credit is due to the amthor of that
palf&hlet, as he was the first person who made sach a praise-
worthy attempt, I have been in a measure benefited by
reference to this work, in writing this, in which my spare time
has been spent for many years.

I would have, long ago, brought this work before the
public; but when I had finished the first five chapters in 1870,
I learnt that the then Dewan of Travancore, Sir T. Madava
Row, K.C.8.1., had commenced writing a History of Travan-
core, and, therefore, I naturally dropped my pen, as my work,
if completed, would not compete with that of this eminent
Statesman.

In the year 1873, a Malayalam translation of Sir Madava
Row’s History of Travancore appeared in print, but it con-
sisted only an account of the iistory of two reigns. Asa
complete history of the country from his able pen cannot
be expected at present, I resumed my work. For want of
sufficient and trustworthy materials, the progress was very slow
for some time, but His Most Gracious Highness the present
Maha Rajah, very kindly gave directions to the Palace Officials,
to furnish me with all necessary information from the palace
archives, and also to render me every assistance towards the
completion of my labours. Backed by such indulgences, I

b
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proceeded on with my work, and have now brought it to a
close.

Almost all the illustrations, this work contains, were ob-
tained from the Palace Gallery with the exception of a
few, which were drawn according to traditional accounts by
Kilimanoor Revi Varmah Koil Thumpuran, the artist who
gained medals in the Madras and Calcutta Fine Arts Exhibi-
tions. To this able and ingenious artist my most sincere
thanks are specially due.

It would be necessarily difficult to offer my thanks indi-
vidually to every one who has rendered assistance in this
useful undertaking, and so, I acknowledge generally my obli-
gation to all, from whom any aid had been obtained towards
the completion of this work, which I hope will prove useful
and acceptable to the public.

The best available hands in Madras were procured for the
Lithographs, yet I cannot say that the work has been satis-
factorily accomplished. The great amount of time taken by
the Litliographers has caused the delay in the appearance of
the book.

The heading of Chapter II has been printed ‘ Reign of
Dasa Vanji Pala Marthanda Vurmah Kulasekhara Perumal’’
through an oversight, it ought to be properly “Reign of Sri
Padmanabha Dasa Vanji Pala Marthanda Vurmah Kulase-
khara Perumal.”

SHARETALAY IN TBAVANCORE, }

November 1878.
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ADDENDA.

————

Page 82, line 15, for 7th century, read 11th century.

»”

”

”

»”

”

»”

39,
53,

82,
126,

128,
140,
260,
270,
302,

»”

»

’»

[} 38'39’ ”

8’ ””
32’ ”»

12’ 1
36,

lg ””

35, ,,

6’ »”
6’ »”

Rakshapumshen, read Rakshapurushan.

Systerna Brahminacum, read Systema Brah-
manicam,

and in the possession, read and are in the
possesgion. ;

assisting the Quilon Rajah restoring, &c., read
assisting the Quilon Rajah in restoring, &c.

of the Kayemkulam, omit the.

21st Makaram, read 20th Makaram.

Kariakar, read Harikar.

Madacava, read Nadacava.

Valu Thamby the Dalawah’s mother, read Valu
Thamby Dalawah’s mother.

368, second line from the end, omit both.

870, line 9, omit both.

16, for described, read descried.

26, ,, returned from, read return from.

25, ,, to see beautiful steamer, read to see the beauti-

448,
496,
500’

n. 513’

4/

»”

ful steamer.

28, ,, but, read and.
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CHAPTER 1. .

EARLY HISTORY OF TRAVANCORE.

jadl  most ancient in India, the period assigned to
% its origin being the beginning of the world.
The original designation of Travancore was Chera) or,
as we find it spelt by some aunthors, Sera or Cera.

Chera, the first of the three Southern Mandala
kingdoms, has, according to the Tamil Nighandu
(Dictionary), numerous appellations, but with the

exception of a few, they appear to have become now
obsolete.

Subsequent to the dismemberment of the main part
of the Chera kingdom, and the embodying of the rest
with its Southern and Kerala possessions, the designa-
tions were, first, Sreevalumcode or ¢ Tiruvarumecode,’’!
abode of prosperity, which name was vulgarised into
Thiruvancode, from which Travancore, the name used
by the English is derived; second Vanavanaud, abridged
into Venaud; third, Keralam; fourth, Vanji Desam;
and fifth, Thiru Adi Desam.

All the ancient designations of Cheren are found in
the Tamil language and the Nighandu has such desig-

1. Then shall Travancore indeed be what she is now fancifully
denominated by her people, Tiru-varung-kodu, the sacred, prosperous
kingdom, Van)i Bhumi, the T'reasure Land, Dharma Bhumi, the land
of Piety, Charity and Truth. Revd. Mateer’s Land of Charity, page 370.

e HE present Dynasty of Travancore is one of the cHar.

L
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nations arranged in it, of which a few may be quoted
here as specimens :—

Cheren, Cheralen, (Keralen) Kollykavelen, Kodacon,
Pothintharaven, Porunayattan, Vanjiventhen, Kotha-
yar, Vanavarempen, Malayaman, &c.

All these names have special meanings which wall
be found in the Tamil Akarathi.

Chera rchs had the titles Chakravarthy, Kula-
sekhara éerumg‘l, and Thiru Adikel. The meaning of
the first title both in Sanscrit and Tamil 1s &?ﬁ 3
the second is a mixed word, a compound oI Sanscrit
and Tamil, Kula, Sekhara, Perumal, signifying Head
of the race of Kings, Kulam being race, Sekhara, Head,

and Perumal, King; the third, Thiru Adikel in Tamil,
signifies ¢ Sacred or prosperous feet.”

The title, Veera Kerala, 1s the same as that of
Cheren, for, the western boundary of the kingdom of
Chera extended beyond the Suhhyen mountains (the
Western Ghauts) to the Arabian Sea, and the coast
between the sea and the Ghauts was called Malayalam
or Keralam (so called the first, from its situation at
the foot of the hills, and the second from the fact of
the land abounding with cocoanut, which in Sanscrit 1s
called Keram, the owner of this land Cheren being as
a matter of course styled Keralen.¥) .

The Sanscrit word Sree (Ceres) is pronounced in
Tamil, Thiru. The following are examples :—Thiru-

vancode instead of Sreevalumcode, Thiru Adikel for

* 1. Land of Perumals, page 38.
2. Cochin Administration Report for 1875-76.

3. ‘“But, though what the Kerala Mahatmyam relates might be
accepted, seeing that the Copper Plate Document, No. I, proves that
Veera Kerala was the first Prince of Kerala; yet, on the other hand,
there may be no harm in surmising, that this name of Veera Kerala
may have had reference to the sald country of Kerala which he

overned.” Madras Journal of Literature and Science, Vol, 5 No. 9,

ew Beries.

4. Dr Caldwell in his “ Comparative Grammar of Dravidian Lan-

‘guages,”’ says that the word Kerala was known under various forms,

such as Keralam, Cheraglam, Cheram, Keram, Seram, &c. He supposes
Kera to be ¢ the earliest form of the word.”
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Sree Adikel, Thiru Vanjicolam for Thiru Vanji Kovi-

lakam, &

- The C@ dominions which include the best portion
of the Drivida country had Tamil as its vernacular
from the earliest time, and the Grandha and other
characters originated in this kingdom. Dr. Burnell
testifies to this fact in his Paleography wherein he
says that, “The Grandha, modern Tamil, Malayalam
“ and Telugu alphabets all have their origin in the
““ Cera character, a variety of the Cave character,
“ which was used in the Cera kingdom during the
‘“ early centuries A.D. ‘From the third to the seventh
““ century appears to have been the most flourishing
“ period in the modern history of this kingdom ; it then
“ extended over the present Mysore, Coimbatore, Salem,
‘ Tondainadu, South Malabar and Cochin. It was,
‘““ however, one of the three great old Dravidian king-
‘ doms and existed already in the third century B.C.”

The Puranas and other ancient Sanscrit and Tamil
historical writings connected with, and bearing upon,
the Puranas, describe the origin, in the Kritha Yugam
(the first age), of three contemporary kings in Southern
India called Cheren, Cholen and Pandyan, who ruled
over three countries called after their names Chera
Mandalam, Chola Mandalam and Pandya Mandalam.

These three kings were brothers and were Soma
Vamsa Kshatrias.

The Kshatrias are of two classes, namely, the Soorya
Vamsa and Soma Vamsa, an account of whose origin
will be interesting.

The Hindu chronology divides the age of the world
mto four Yugams, viz.: Kritha Yugam 4,800 years,
Thretha Yugam 3,600 years, Dwapara Yugam 2,400
years, and Kali Yu am 1,200 years; the whole belng
equivalent to 12, OOO years of Ke immortals.

In the Kritha Yugam two races of Kshatrias were
begotten ; one from the sun and the other from the
moon, on whom the administration of the whole earth
originally devolved.

CHAP
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Brahma, the Creator, begot a son Késyapen.. His

I ; . ,
——~ 8on was Sooryan. His son Vaivaswatha Manu. His son

was Sudyumnen alias Ilen, who, by a peculiar adven-
ture, (which it is not to our present purpose to detail
here) became a female, Ila, and by her the Emperor
Purooravass was born to Budhen. His son was
Ayush, his son Nahushen, his son Yayathi; he had
two wives Devayani and Sarmishtta, the former was
the Brahman Rishi Sukren’s daughter, who had two
sons named Yedu and Durvasu, and to the latter
Prince the Emperor Yayathi assigned sovereignty over
the Southern part of India. The posterity of Durvasu
are the three kings of Chera, Chola and Pandya.
Of these three, Cheren was the head of the present

{ Travancore Dynasty, which is also called Keralen.

The celebrated and popular work called Harivamsa,!
has in its 32nd Chapter a detailed narrative of the origin
of the abovementioned Dynasties, the substance of
a few verses of which may be given below.

Durvasu’s son was Vahni, his son Gourbhanu, his
son Thraisanu, his son Karendhamen, his son Maruthen,
who had no male issue but only a daughter by name
Sammatha, whom the king gave as Kanniaka Danam
to Jupiter’s brother, Samvarthen, a Brahman endowed
with great wisdom and learning. Maruthen adopted
Dushenthen from Pooruvumsam, and they thus became
united with the renowned Pooruvamsa. Dushenthen’s
son was King Guryamen or Karendhamen ; he had four
sons called Pandyan, Keralen, Solen and Kolen. The
kingdom was divided among the sons by their father,
who called the divisions after their names Pandya,
Sola, Kerala and Kola.

1. When those observations passed through the Press we had not
met with a passage in the Harivamsa, adduced by Col. Wilford, which
confirms the statement of our manuscripts by assigning the South
country to Duruvsu, and adding that in the tenth generation after him
four brothers divided the Peninsula among them; they being respec-
tively named Pandya, Cerala, Cola and Chola, of whom Cola had the
most Northern portion. W. Taylor’s Preface, p. 11 and 12, Historical
Manuscripts [ranslation, Vol. 1.
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Other Authors! make allusion to only three Dynas-
ties, ¢.e., Chera, Chola and Pandya, of which Chera was
subsequently styled Kerala, in which Kola appears to
have been embodied. The Puranas are the chief
authorties for the above accounts.

For such information as is pre-historical, we are
obliged to depend upon the Puranas alone, though
many are of opinion that these are not trustworthy.
Indeed, the descriptions of things and deeds narrated in
the Puranas are certainly open to such criticism, but
as we do not hesitate to place credence on the Bible,
the Koran and such writings, conveying to us religious
instructions and Divine commands, we may generally
place our belief in the Puranic accounts, rejecting the
exaggerations and such fictitious descriptions as the

authors of the Puranas may have added to embellish
their works.

Even some of the best European authors have taken
the view that the Hindu Puranas are acceptable
authorities in such matters. In page 86 of “A
Historical Sketch of Sanscrit Literature,” the author
says, “ The Puranas hold an eminent rank in the religion
‘““and literature of the Hindus. Possessing like tHe
““ Vedas the credit of divine origin and scarcely inferior
“to them in sanctity, they exercise a more extensive
‘“and practical influence upon Hindu society. They
““regulate their ritual, direct their faith and supply in
“ g‘oPular legendary tales materials for their credulity.
“To European scholars, they recommend themselves
“ on other accounts ; and they have been considered to
“contain not only the picturesque and mythological
“part of Indian superstition, but as the treasury of
‘ extensive and valuable historical remains whose data
“reach back at least nearly to the deluge. The

CHAP.
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‘“ Puranas include ancient traditions respecting the .

“ Gods, religions, doctrines and rites, .the creation,

1. Tradition and native records represent the Southern portion of
the Indian Peninsula as being anciently divided into three contem-
g)mry kingdoms; 1, The Pandya; 2, Chola or Sora; 3, Chera Sera or

onga. Professor Dowson’s Journal Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 8.
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“ the ages of the world, cosmography, and the genea-
“logy and history of the anclent kangs as well as the

¢ deeds of their successors.’

We think that the fabulous narratives recorded in
the Puranic writings might be easily and well sifted
out and authentic and credible facts collected from

them.

The following are the names of the eighteen Puranas,
with brief notes of their substances :

- 1.—The Brahma Purana contains an account of the
creation and of the Manwantharas, the history of the
solar and lunar races to the time of Krishna, a descrip-
tion of the Universe, a life of Krishna and a treatise on
the mode in which Yoga is te be performed. It treats
also of the Supreme power of the Omnipotent and
Omnipresent Being, the importance of the Vedas and
the works assigned to Brahmans and other classes. It
describes the sanctity of various holy places including
Ananthdsayanam (Trevandrum).

II.—The Padma Purana is divided into five parts ;
(1), Srishti Khanda ; (2), Bhoomi Khanda ; (3), Swarga
Khanda; (4), Pathala Khanda; (5), Uttara Khanda.
These contain treatises on the creation after the deluge,
the origin of Brahma, the Vedas, the Manus, &c., &c.

I11.—The Vishnu Purana is that in which Para-
sara, beginning with the events of the Varaha Kalpa,
expounds all duties. This Purana introduces the sub-
stance of almost all the other Puranas.

IV.—The Vayu Purana. The Purana in which
Vayu has declared the laws of duty in connection with

" the Sweta Kalpa and which comprises the Mahatmyam

of the Rudra. This 18 narrated by Sootha to the

. Rishies of Naimisarannya. It is divided into four

Padas termed severally Prakriya, Upodghata, Anus-
hanga and Upasamhara. The first treats of the crea-
tion. The next contains the subject of the creation
and describes the various Kalpas. The genealogies of
the Patriarchs, the description of the Universe, and
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the mcidents of the first six Manwantharas are all
trested in this part. It contains also praises of Siva.
A long account of the Pithrus and the stories of some
of the celebrated Rishies are also to be found. The
third part commences with an account of the seven
Rishies and their descendants and describes the origin
of the several classes of created beings. Then comes a
long and full account of the Solar and Lunar Kshatria
Dynasties. The last portion describes briefly the
future Manwantharas, the measures of space and time,
the end of the world, the efficacy of Yoga and the
glories of Sivapura.

V.—The Sree Bhagavatha consists of twelve
Skundhas or Chapters. The first nine Chapters con-
tamm treatises on various subjects, such as the origin of
the Purana, the creation, renovation and the end of
the world, a descriptive account of Kali Yugam, the
various stages of human life and a comparison of the
human system and its functions to a Fort with nine
gates, a description of good and evil deeds, and the
reward and punishment for such acts, a view of Heaven,
Paradise, and Hell, an account of the incarnation of
Vishnu, description of the world both terrestrial and
celestial, the churning of the oceans, an account of the
king of Pandya being cursed by Agusthyar, the origin
of the two races of Kshatrias, &c., &c.; the tenth
dwells exclusively on the birth and life of Krishna;
the eleventh on Vedic discourse and metaphysics, con-
cluding with Krishnen’s deification; and the twelfth
contains a history of the kings of Kali Yugam, the
work closing with numerous instructive lectures and
Vedic discourses. |

Some persons are of opinion that the Purana called
Devee Bhagavatha is the one to be reckoned amongst
the eighteen Puranas and not the one which 18 gener-
ally denominated Sree Bhagavatha, but we are of
opinion that the latter is the proper Purana to be
included among the eighteen.

V1.—The Naradeeya Purana. In this, Narada

CHAP.
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OHAP. describes the duties which were observed in the Brehat
o Kalpa. It contains praises of Vishnu, the birth of

|

A

Markandeya, the destruction of Sagara’s sons and the
Vamana Avathara. It contains also a geographical
treatise on Bharatha Khandam (India), in which the
existence of the Dynasties of Chera (Kerala or Tra-
vancore) 18 mentioned.

VII.—The Markandeya Purana like most other
Puranas dwells much on the creation, condition and
destruction of the world by a deluge. 1t also treats of
the birth of the Manus, the mode of prayers to Durga,
the victory of the (Gfoddess Bhavani over the Asuras,
giants, and the story of the birds that were acquainted
with right and wrong as related by Markandeya and
the holy sages. It lays down rules for the observance

'of various classes and makes mention of the sanctity

of the shrine of Benares and other holy places.
VIII.—The Agnt Purana describes the Isanu

'Kalpa. It contains a description of the Avatharas, in-

structions for the performance of religious rites, duties
of kings, a distribution and arrangement of the Vedas
and Puranas, and a chapter on Gifts. It further con-
tains an account of medicine and some instructions
on the worship of Siva and Devee. The work con-
cludes with a treatise on Rhetoric, Prosody and Gram-
mar, according to the Sutras of Panini. In addition
to this, rules for the due observance of the cere- -
monies on the occasion of a widow burning with the
corpse of her husband are laid down.

IX.—The Bhavishyat Purana is that in which
Brahma, having described the greatness of the sun,
explained to Manu the existence of the world and the
characters of all created things in the course of the
Aghora Kalpa. It chiefly treats of matters to come,
Bhavishyat meaning prophetic, such as the events of a
future age, all that will corne to pass up to the end of
the world being predicted. It prophesies the end of
the Government of the Kshatria kings of both races,
with the exception of the Soma Vamsa King of Kerala
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(Travancore and Cola), the Cola conquest of the
Veeralas (Belalas or Holsalas) and the rule of Kerala
by this Kshatria King of Travancore and his relative
Cola, the possession of Hindustan by Mletchas (Ma-
homedans), and then by the Hoonas (Europeans),
to whom the King of Kerala (Travancore) will be
tributary. The incarnation of Vishnu, as Kalkee,
towards the end of the world, is also prophesied. In
this Purana a description of Southern India with
copious accounts of Chera, Chola and Pandya 18 given
in detail. ‘

X.—The Brahmavaivartha Purana contains an
account of the greatness of God and of Krishna, and
the events of the Rathalva Kalpa. It is divided
into four parts called Brahma, Devee, Ganesa and
Krishna. In this, the rules of Yoga Abhyasam (a
certain devotional service performed by meditating on
God while the body is in a certain fixed posture with a
mind undistracted. The power and sanctity of various
manthrams (devotional spells) are also described.)

X1.—The Linga Purana. In this, Maheswara,
present in the Agni Linga, explains virtue, wealth,
leasure and final liberation at the end of the Agni
alE:. Accounts of the creation, praises of Siva and
Vishnu and a description of the universe are also given.

XITI.—The Varaha Purana is that in which the
glory of the great Varaha is predominant. It describes
like other Puranas the creation of the world, and the
deluge, and the advantages derivable from sacrifices
and other divine offerings. It contains some allusions
to the consecration of an image of Varaha Moorthi at
Ananthasayanam (Trevandrum).

XTII.—The Skanda Purana is that Purana in
which Skanda relates the events of the Thadpurusha
Kalpa. It dwells upon the greatness and sanctity
of Siva, the birth of Skanda or Subrabmanya, and
the origin of Madura in the Pandyan country. It
contains various prayers and hymns. It has also
several branches such as Halassya Mahatmyam, &c.

2

CHAP.
I

o



10 EARLY HISTORY OF TBAVANOORE.

CHAP. XIV.—The Vamana Purana is that in which is

= recorded how the four-faced Brahma taught the three
objects of existence as conducive to the account of the
greatness of Thrivikrama. It contains an account of
the Siva Kulpa and of the dwarf incarnation of Vishnu.
A detailed account of the Emperor Maha Bali and his
righteous administration and an excellent lecture on
charity, together with an account of the sanctity and
holiness of the river (Ganges, are also given in it.

XV.—The Koorma Purana is that in which Janar-
dana in the form of a tortoise in regions under the earth,
explained the objects of life, duty, wealth, pleasure
and liberation, in connection with Indradyumna and
the Rishies in the proximity of Sakra which refers to
the Lakshimi Kalpa.

XVI.—The Matsya Purana is that in which for
the purpose of promulgating the Vedas, Vishnu, in the
beginning of a Kalpa, related to Manu, the story of
Narasimha and the events of the seven Kalpas. It
contains a copious description of the oceans, seas and
their courses.

XVII.—The Garuda Puranais thatin which Vishnu
recites instructions in Garuda Kalpa, and dwells chiefly
on the birth of Garuda. It treats of the doctrine of
transmigration of the soul. A-‘description of hell and
the treatment of sinners in it, and of the eternal
enjoyment in Paradise by the souls of those men who
reverenced and observed the commandments of (God 18
given. It also lays down rules for the observance of
funerals and ceremonies connected with them.

XVIII.—The Brahmanda Purana is that which
relates the origin or evolution of the world in the
shape of an egg. It contains an account of the crea-
tion of the elements and every thing appertaining to

the Universe as also the birth and life of Parasu
Rama.

Independent of the above eighteen Puranas,
there are eighteen more, denominated Upa Puranas;
1, Sanalkumara Purana; 2, Narasimha; 8, Naradeya;
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4, Swa ; 5, Durvassa; 6, Kapila; 7, Manava; 8, Ausan- CHAP.
asa; 9, Varuna; 10, Kalika ; 11, Samba ; 12, Nandi ; ——
13, Sawra ; 14, Parasara ; 15, Adithya ; 16, Maheswara ;

17, Bhargava ; 18, Vasishta.

Besides these there are three other Puranas equally
sacred and more popular. These are the Ramayana,
Bharatha and Hariwamsa, composed by Rishies, the
first by Valmiki, and the other two by Vyasa. These
three Puranas are more generally read among modern
Hindoos. The contents of these may be briefly sketched.

1s8t.—'The commences with a treatise on

the cause of the Mcarnation of Vishnu as Sree Rama
and that of his three brothers, Rama’s progress in life,
his going to the wilderness as an illustration of
parental respect and obedience, the abduction of Seetha
by Ravana, his erecting Sethu (Adam’s Bridge), his
victory over Ravana in Lunka (Ceylon), his crowning
of Vibheeshana (Ravana’s younger brother) as king of
Lunka, his recovery of Seetha and his return to
Ayodhya (Oude); his ruling over India as Chakra-
varthy for several thousand years with justice and
wisdom and the existence of the kingdom of Keralam t
are also recorded in this Purana.

2nd.—The Bharatha opens with & general history of
all the kingdoms and kings of the Solar and Lunar
races in Bharatha Khandam. It contains an account
of the birth and life of all the Rishies, the Couravas
and the Pandavas; Arjuna’s pi%rimage and his visit to
Madura, Cape Comorin and Keralam (Malabar) ; the &
pilgrimage of Bela Rama (Krishna's brothers), to all
the holy shrines ; Sree Krishna's embassy to the court
of Duryodhana; Vidura’s instructive lecture to the old
king Dhritarashtra; the commencement of the great
war between the Couravas and the Pandavas; the
conclusion of the war; installation of Dhurmaputhra
a8 Chakravarthy (Emperor) after being victorious and
levying tribute from all the kings of Bharata Khandam, I\k
in:i:gmg the king of Keralam (Travancore); the
performance of the great sacrifice Aswamedham,
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his reigning over India with justice for a period
of thirty-six years; Sree Krishna’s deification, the
end of the Dhurmaputhra’s reign, and his translation
to Heaven. This is one of the largest Puranas and
contains most of the Hindu canons and laws, the
duties of kings and the government of kingdoms.
In this are laid down the highly renowned Hindu
doctrines called Bhagavat Geeta and several others
equally instructive. It contains narrations up to the
end of the Dwapara Yugam and the commencement of
the present age %a,li Yugam. That the king of Keralam
(Travancore) fought in the Bharata Yudhum on the
side of the Pandavas and was killed in battle is also
mentioned in it.

3rd.—The Harivamsa describes the origin of the
world and the creation. It contains some treatises on
religion, gives a full and detailed genealogy of Kshatria
kings both of the races of Soorya and Soma from
their very origin to the early part of the present age
Kali Yugam, and describes the origin of the Chera,

Chola and Pandya dynasties as already stated.

There are various other works branching out from
the Puranas and Upa Puranas. Almost every place
of note has a work of its own, denominated Sthala
Mahatmyam, which narrates particular events connected
withthe city ortown about which it treats, with historical
notes in some cases. But such writings chiefly dwell
upon the sanctity or virtue of a shrine or a river in its
neighbourhood. These being almost all exaggerated
appear fabulous at the very first blush. Nevertheless,
valuable and rehable accounts will be found in them.
For instance, the Sthalapuranam of Madura contains a
description, in highly exaggerated terms, of the
Madura Temple and its surrounding buildings, with
an account of the then ruling Pandyan dynasty.
Though the accounts and descriptions are exaggerated,
yot no one can deny the magnificence and grandeur of
the Temple as well as the existence of the ancient
dynasty of the Pandya kingdom.
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The Sthala Mahatmyam of Thiru Avanasi, Peroor, cHaP.
Chera Maha Devi, Mannar Kovil, and other places, _~
contains exaggerated accounts of the existence of
Chera, while that of Conjepuram contains historical
remarks on the dynasty of Chola.

There are two special works called Kerala Mahat-
myam and Kerala Ulppathy; the one in Sanscrit and
the other in Malayalam, which narrate the origin ‘F
of Keralam. Both of these works contain reliable
accounts concerning Keralam (Travancore).

The Hindu geography which corresponds with that
of the European, particularly in regard to the shape
of the earth, divides the world into nine divisions, of
which Asia is denominated Jemboo Dwipu, in which
18 included Bharata Khandam (India).

This land of Bharatha is divided into 56 kingdoms,
viz. : Casmeerah, Nappala, Kosala, Camboja, Paun-
chala, Simhala, Aunga, Kalinga, Kamaroopa, Saovira,
Kuroo, Bhoja, Vithaiha, Valmeeka, Kekaya, Vunga,
Sourasghtra, Punnadaga, Parpara, Kuluntha, Soorasena,
Dangana, Martha, Saindhava, Purashara, Pandhara,
Saliva, Kudaka, Neisheedha, Thoorka, Durga, Marda,
Poundra, Magatha, Chethiya, Maharashttra, Gundhra,
Carnadaka, Dravida, Kukkada, Lada, Mahrva, Magara,
Desarna, Ottiya, Bachu, Yavana, Baguvane, Konkana,

Kashyva, Dungana, Latcha, Chola, Pandya, Chera and
Kerala.

Of these, the last two kingdoms, Chera and Kerala, *

were owned by one and the same king, viz., that of
Travancore.

The kingdom of Chera was the most southern and
largest among the three States already alluded to.

The boundaries of the kingdom of Chera which are
variously defined by ancient Tamil authors, were
according to one, the Pulney Hills in the north, the
town of Peroor in the east, the sea about Cape Comorin
in the south, and the range of the great mountains on
the west, extending about 80 cathams (800 miles).
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Another Tamil author extends the northern boundary
to the Coorg Hills and the western to Calicut.

But Dr. A. C. Burnell, who is a more rehable
authority than many others, says in his Paleography
already referred to, that the Chera kingdom existed
in the early centuries A.D., that it then extended over
Mysore, Coimbatore, Salem, Tondainadu, South Mala-
bar and Cochin, and that it was one of the three great
Dravidian kingdoms and was divided into the eastern
and western Chera, the former extending up to
Madras.

The Chera Dominions bordered on the Pandyam and
Chola countries, the principal. towns being Salem,
Avanasi or Thiru Avanagi in Coimbatore, Trichencode
near Trichinopoly, Thenkasi, Valliyoor, Thrikanankudy
and Chera Maha Devi, all south-east of Avanasi in the
District of Tinnevelly. '

On the Malabar coast or in Keralam, the capitals -
were Thiru Vanjicolam! (Sree Vanji Kovilakam, the
residence of the prosperous Vanji dynasty), Colicode
(Calicut), and Kollum (Quilon).

In India (Bharatha Khandam), the mode of Govern-
ment followed from the earliest times as narrated in
the Puranas, was that any king on becoming more
powerful than all the others conquered them and

declared himself Chakravarthy (Emperor).

A few of the most renowned emperors who governed
a8 Chakravarthies in each Yugam from Kritha to
Dwapara and almost all the Chakravarthies in Kali
Yugam (the present age) according to the Puranas are
the following :—

In Kritha Yugam (the first age), Harrischundren,
Muchukunden, Pariyawathen, Hirannyakshen, Banen,
Maha Bali and others. '

1. Sera metropolis, we conjecture to be no other than Tiruvanche,
the capital of the Sera Desam, according to our Manuscripts,—Rev. W.
Taylor, page 13. Preface,
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In Thretha Yugam, Sagaren, Karthaveeryen, Reghu,
Desarethen, Sree Ramen and others.

In Dwapara Yugam, Budhen, Pariasathen, Nalen,
Pandu, Dhurmaputhra and others.

In the Kali Yugam (the present age which has now
come to the 4979th year), Pareekshithu (Abhimanyu’s
son), Jenamejeyen, Sathaneekan, Prakrethirethen,
Jehganu, Chithrarathen, Chithrasenan, Thrisanku,
Pariplavan, Sunayan, Madhavee, Robhunjeyan, Thi-
kunan, Shathaneekan, Thendapani, Nimi, Autchana-
kan and twenty-six other kings, who reigned up to the
year 656 in the early part of this Yugam.

Subsequent to the above period, the system of
Chakravarthy or imperial Government by the northern
Kshatria kings appears to have been at an end, and
each of the various rulers of India irrespective of caste,
became supreme in his own kingdom. Some of the
most powerful sovereigns contrived to bring the neigh-
bouring potentates to subjection by war and declared
themselves petty Chakravarthies over a few other kings.
Of such Emperors, we have accounts written both
in the Puranas, as also in modern histories. The
authors of the Puranas, we find, record the history
and the heroic exploits of the Chakravarthies up to
the early part of Kali Yugam, and the subsequent
history of the emperors and kings and their kingdoms
in India is narrated by modern historians.

We have instances of the above kind in the Dynas-
ties of Nanda, Mourya, Kala Bhoorya, Yadava, Kola,
Vicramadithya, Salivahana, Bhoja, the Yavanas, the
Mohamedans of Delhi, the Rayer of Anagoondy (Vija-
yanuggar) the Mahrattas and the English.

So also there have been instances of the Southern
kingdoms of Pandya, Chola and Chera being ruled
alternately by one among themselves as Chakravarthy,
and at ot{er times each governing his own kingdom.
Narratives, however imperfect and brief, could be
found regarding these kings and their kingdoms in
various works.

CHAP.
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The origin of the ancestral line of the Chera dynasty

——w (Travancore), in the first age of the world, Kritha

Yugam, has been already shown and we will now
endeavour to trace out and follow this dynasty down
to the present time in an unbroken line.

In describing the Pandyan dynasty - through all its
revolutions, Mr. Taylor shows the existence of the
Chera dynasty as co-existing! with the Pandyan, up
to the time of the dissolution of its original house.

The Purana called Halassya Mahatmyam already
alluded to makes mention of sixty-four Leelas (amuse-
ments), and the king of Chera is mentioned in the 12th,
14th, 42nd, 49th, and 62nd Leelas, which Mr. Taylor
in his Historical Manuscript Translation calls ¢ Thiru-
vilaudel.” |

In Thretha Yugam, Kerala or Malayalam is said to
have been recovered from the sea by Parasu Rama,
the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. Syeveral Puranas
relate the story though the versions vary. One
account says that with the permission of Varunen
(the God of the sea), Parasu Rama flung his weapon

" from Cape Comorin and it fell at Gokurnam, where-

upon the sea receded from those two points to the

resent extent of the Malabar Coast and he called it
%era,lam ; that in the reclaimed part of the land Parasu
Rama, established cities, towns, villages, &c., and in-
vited people from various countries and peopled the
land throughout; while another account states that the
weapon was flung from Gokurnam and it fell at Cape
Comorin. A third account states that the holy temple

. at ‘Gokurnam having been buried under the sea in the

first age (Kritha Yugam), and in the next age (Thretha
Yugam), Parasu Rama, at the request of the people,
asked the lord of the sea to recede, and from Gokur-
nam flung his wooden spoon (used for sacrificial pur-

1. The Sora.desam, Sera-desam and Pandya-desam, are most
frequently alone enumerated as co-existing ; and our manuscript autho-
rities in the first volume allude to no other, in the remote period of
antiquity.




EARLY HISTORY OF TRAVANCORE. 17

poses) which fell at Cape Comorin and the sea receded.
Of the fabulous accounts of the Puranas we have
already said enough, and so we shall now try to sift
out the probable facts.

The western part of the range of hills called Sahhyen
(between Canara and Quilon) must have been a tract
of land at the creation of the earth but had been sub-
merged in the sea. Subsequently, the sea receded
and a large portion of the land between Quilon and
Mangalore remained uncultivated during the reign of
the Chera King Keralen, when the Brahman warrior
Parasu Rama visited this land of Keralam, estab-
lished himself there, organised a Brahman commu-
nity, introduced a new system of Government, lived
there for a considerable period of time and then
retired.! A writer in the Cottayam College Quarterly
Magazine, in its 18sue of July 1866, has the following
observations in regard to the origin of Keralam.

‘ Can there be a doubt that this legend chronicles
“ in the style of the Poets, the effects of volcanic agency
““on this coast centuries ago; first that there was
‘“once a subsidence, probably sudden, at Gokurnam,
‘“ and secondly, that there was afterwards a perceptible
¢ uprising, ost probably in this case gradual, of at
‘¢ least some portion, if not of nearly all the coast
‘¢ between Gokurnam and the Cape.” .

“ The whole appearance of the coast of Kerala,
‘ wherever at least we find the low-lands and back-
““ waters, would appear to indicate, that it has thus
‘“ been raised, certainly during the present era; and
‘“ if, as our legend would seem to tell, this has happened
‘““under the eye of man, it becomes the more deeply
‘“interesting. Nor can we forget that even now there
‘““are decided evidences of unstable ¢ equilibrium™

1. Kookel Keloo Nair the District Munsiff of Malabar and after-
wards Sub-Judge of Calicut, gives a similar opinion in a Memoranduam
on the Syrian and Jewish Copper Plates, published in Vol. 5, No. 9.
New Series of the Madras Journal of Literature and Science. Keloo
Nair’s opinion on the land of Keralam alone is accepted here, and not
his opinion on the Copper Plates.

3
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caap. “ along the coast line. The sea at Alleppie is con-
e ““siderably further from the town than it was but a
“ fow years ago, which shows that the shore is rising ;
¢ the same is the case at Cochin to an extent that we
¢ think can scarcely be accounted for by accumulating
¢ sand ; while to the north of Cochin the sea is as
‘“ evidently encroaching, and in some parts has for
“ Kgars past caused great destruction of pr%erty.
. ¢ Moreover we are not altogether strangers in Kerala
““ to the shocks of earthquakes; in 1856, especially,
“ repeated shocks were felt; in 1823, 1841, and 1845,
‘ shocks have also been recorded at Trevandrum. In
““ sgeveral cases the shocks seem to have been propa-
¢ gated from the north-west; and on September 1st,
¢ 1856, a ball of a pendulum in the Trevandrum Obser-
“ vatory 17 feet long, is recorded to have been moved
“ about 4 inches in the direction north-west by north
““ and south-east by south which is about the direc-
“ tion of the coast line.”

¢ All these facts would appear to favour the conclu-
¢ gion that the low-lands of the Malabar coast have
‘- ‘““ been raised from beneath the sea-level by subter-
“ ranean forces, and that this has happened, in all
¢ probability in comparatively modern times.”

The fact of the land between Gokurnam and Kunnya,
Cumari having been submerged in the ocean at one
time is testified to by the Brahmanda Purana in which
it 18 sald that the holy pagoda of Gokurnam had been
under water for a long time; that certain Rishies and
others interested in the pagoda went to Parasu Rama
and begged him to take steps for its recovery; that
Parasu Rama proceeded to Gokurnam and prevailed
upon Varuna, the Neptune of the Hindus, to recede to a
certain distance between Gokurnam and Cape Comorin;
and that the land of Keralam was thus reclaimed.

As Parasu Rama is generally represented to have
been the sole creator of the land of Keralam, it would

fi?t be uninteresting to give here a brief account of his
e.
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According to the Brahmanda Purana, this celebrated CHAP.
Brahman was a descendant of the renowned Rishi
Bhrigu and is believed to have been the sixth incarna-
tion of Vishnu. He is said to have been born in the
second age of Thretha Yugam in a hermitage on the
banks of the river Nurbuda. His father was a sacred
devotee named Jamadagni. His mother’s name was
- Renuka. Jamadagni had five sons of whom Rama was
the youngest. While the whole family was living
comfortably in the hermitage during Rama’s minority,
a sad event disturbed their quiet and peaceful life.

One day Jamadagni left his hermitage to procure
things for his devotional services, while Renuka left it
to bring water from the neig hbourm%]‘l ver Nurbuda.
Jamadagni returned, but did not find his wife as usual.
He grew angry at her absence. After a while, Renuka
returned, and on being questioned, she confessed that
she was detained at the bank of the river Nurbuda by
seeing the reflection in the water of a Gandharvan
(Genii) called Chithrangaden, passing through the air.
The shape of the spirit was so beautiful that she was
tempted to have a moment’s look at the shadow and
thus a little time was lost. At this declaration of his
wife’s weakness, the enraged Rishi was so vexed that
he resolved on her immediate death and calling his
sons one by one before him, ordered them to kill their.
mother, but four of them refused on the plea that the
Law prohibits the killing of a female and further that
in thm case the female was their mother. But Rama,
on being ordered, declared that nothing would prevent
him from obeying his father. So saying he cut off
Renuka's heaXl:tg once. When Renuka fell on the
ground, Jamadagni was exceedingly pleased with the
prompt obedience shown by his youngest son and said
. to Rama that he might ask for anything which he
liked and that he would have it immediately. Rama
said that he wished to see his mother restored to
life without loss of time. Jamad 1, being a Rishi
who had gained the blessings of G'rod g his devotions,
prayed to the All-powerful Being for the resuscitation

W
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oaar. of Renuka and God vouchsafed life to her at once.
v Rama was delighted and they all lived comfortably
for some time more.

Subsequently, Rama was sent by his parents to the
hermitage of his great-grandfather Bhrigu, to be edu-
cated in the Vedas and other literature. Here he
spent some time to complete his education and af-
terwards, acting upon the advice of that venerable -
sage, Rama proceeded to the Himalayas to meditate
on the deity Siva. Here he spent many years in
meditation and penance. These devotional exercises
pleased Siva, who appeared to Rama in person, con-
ferred on him all sorts of blessings and directed him

" to visit all the holy places on the face of the earth
which Rama did and returned to the Himalayas where
he resumed his devotional meditations. While Rama
was thus engaged, a war broke out between the Devas
and the Asuras. The former, being defeated and
driven out of Swarga, went to Siva and represented
their grievances. Whereupon, Rama was sent for and
Siva asked him to assist the Devas giving him’ all
necessary instructions as to the mode of conducting
the war and the use of various weapons. Siva pre-
sented him with a battle-axe called Paragu and from
this day Rama was called Parasu Rama. He proceeded
to the war, with great emergy fought against the
Asuras and gained a decisive victory. The Devas, as
well as Siva were extremely pleased with Parasu Rama
and conferred upon him the choicest blessings. Parasu
Rama again repaired to the Himalaya mountains and
recommenced his devotional penance. A considerable
time afterwards, Siva, having been exceedingly pleased
with Parasu Rama, paid a visit to him and presented
him with a supernatural chariot and an arrow which
were to appear before him whenever he wanted them.
Parasu Rama entrusted these to Siva's own attendants,
Kundodaren and Mahodren. Thus, having obtained
all his wishes, and his wants being supplied, Parasu
Rama left the Himalayas and came to his great-grand-
father Bhrigu. There he spent some time, and then
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returned to his parents on the banks of the Nurbuda, crmar.
where the family were living together comfortably. _%
Now, Karthaveerarjuna, the king of Hehaya came to
the neighbouring forests on a hunting excursion and
being fatigued entered the hermitage for a little re-
freshment. Jamadagni, Parasu Rama’s father, enter-
tained the party, and on the departure of the king
on the next morning, he took a fancy to the Rishi’s
cow called Kamadhenu. This the king informed his
minister, who resolved to get the animal at any
risk. He sent a messenger to ask Jamadagni to sell
the cow to the kinge On his refusing to part with it,
a party of soldiers was despatched to the hermitage and
they took the cow by force. Thereupon a severe
struggle ensued between Jamadagni and the king’s
men, in which the Rishi was killed. Parasu Rama was
absent from the hermitage at the time. On his return
he had the mortification of seeing his father’s body
mutilated and lifeless and his mother and brothers
weeping. When the mother saw Parasu Rama, she
beat her breast with her hand twenty-one times. Bhrigu
divining the state of affairs in his relatives’ family,
immediately repaired to the scene and on carefully
examining the body of Jamadagni, he found that life
was not extinct and by the aid of certain.medicines
Jamadagni was restored to life. Parasu Rama after-
wards proceeded to Karthaveerarjuna’s capital, and
standing at the Palace gate, with his Parasu, bow and
arrow, sent a message to the effect that the king should
give an explanation of his cruel conduct in ill-using
a Brahman and forcibly taking away his property.
At the same time he agsked him to restore the cow and
seek the pardon of the venerable Brahman for the
outrage he had committed and in case of his refusing
to do so to meet Parasu Rama in single combat.

The king, when he heard of this proposal, sneered at
such a ridiculous menace and ordered his guards to
drive away the Brahman. The guards were, however,
killed by Parasu Rama, whereat the king grew angry
and equipped himself to meet Parasu Rama. A severe
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and sanguinary battle ensued and Arjuna was defeated
and slain, '

Afterwards, five of Arjuna’s sons, who survived him
met Rama in battle. When they were about to fall
victims to Rama’s Parasu, they, under divine inspira~
tion, put down their weapons and besought Parasu
Rama's pardon, promising to give up the cow and
make full reparation for the wrongs done~¥y their
father. ,

Paragu Rama after restoring the cow to his parents,
retired to the Himalayas and resumed his penitential
exercises. In his absence, the then reigning king, one
of the sons of the late king Karthaveera of Hehaya,
happened to pass by the Nurbuda, and casting his
eyes on the hermitage of Jamadagni, enquired whose
property it was, and he was told that it belonged to
Jamadagni. On hearing the name, the king entered
the hermitage sword in hand and meeting Jamadagm
severed his head from his body at one blow, and on
the funeral pile of Jamadagni perished Renuka, Parasu
Rama’s mother.

Some time afterwards, Parasu Rama returned from
the Himalayas and learning the fate of his parents set
out for the country of the Hehayas, and in order to
fulfil his vow, proceeded with his bloody axe to continue
the work of destroying the Kshatria kings. After
going one round and finishing his work of destruction,
he retired to do penance again. He repeated these
deeds twenty-one times.

It is also said that on the last occasion he collected
all the Kshatria kings at a place called Kurukshetram
and having beheaded the wﬁole of them he performed
certain ceremonies with their blood for the salvation
of the souls of his parents !

After this, Parasu Rama retired to the Mahendra
Mountains, and performed penance for some time. He
then went round the earth three times and returned to
the hill of Mahendra, where he performed the Aswa-
medha sacrifice and many other religious ceremonies.
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While at Mahendra, Kasyapa and other Rishies visited cHaP.
him and he consulted them as to the best means of _%
expiation for the sin of killing his own mother and
the Kshatria race. Acting upon their advice, he gave
up the whole of the conquered lands to the Brahmans.
Parasu Rama then continued his religious penance in a
grotto of the Mahendra hills, and there passed many
ages. -

During the interval, certain peculiar circumstances

occurred which caused a sudden rise of the ocean,
and the sacred shrine of Gokurnam, together with
several other remarkable shrines on this coast were sub-
merged in the ocean, as has been already mentioned.
The Rishies.interested in these sacred places repaired
to Parasu Rama and besought his help in recovering
the sacred buildings. Rama came to Gokurnam, and
after making arrangements with Varuna, flung his
wooden sacrificial spoon, thus causing the sea to recede
from Gokurnam up to Cape Comorin.

Parasu Rama then invited the Brahmans, who having
received grants of lands were located in sixty-four
gramams. He invited other castes also from foreign
countries to occupy his new land, restored the sove-
reignty of the original Chera, and after living on
the coast for a long time, retired to his grotto on the
Mahendra hills, where he is supposed to be still living.

The time occupied in the establishment of Keralam
as well as the exact period of Parasu Rama’s abode in
this land are not exactly ascertainable from any
accounts in the Purana. The period mentioned in the
Kerala Ulppathy is fifty thousand years.

The labors of Parasu Rama, in re-establishing Ke-
ralam and peopling the country between Cape Comorin

and Grokurnam, and his oth 1ons are described
in detail in a work called éerala, ﬁahatmiam
This work, which consists of one hundred and five

Chapters, is an interesting ome, but the narratives
recorded are like those in the Puranas, intermingled
with exaggerations and romances, 8o that it requires
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no small amount of discriminative power to strip it of
its poetical embellishments.

This work corroborates the above facts. In it we
find it stated that Parasu Rama, after founding Ke-
ralam, invited Brahmans from the north to settle 1n
the country which he divided into sixty-four gra-
mams; that he ordained several grades of Brah-
manical heads ; consecrated numerous shrines between
Gokurnam and Cape Comorin; and that the superin-
tendence of each pagoda was entrusted to a Samuntha
(Soma Kshatria called ¢ Kovil Adhikarikal,” <. e.,
manager of pagoda). After finishing almostall his works,
and consecrating the Temple at Sreevardhanapuram
(Padmanabhapuram), Parasu Rama invited a Soma
Kshatria (certainly & member of the family of the king
of Chera since there were no other Soma Kshatria kings
then close at hand) named Bhanu Vicrama and three of
his brothers, the last being named Kulasekharen, and
assembling the Brahmans of the sixty-four gramams,
declared to them that the capital of his newly reclaimed
country, between Cape Comorin and Gokurnam, shall
be Sreevurdhanapuram (Padmanabhapuram) near Sree-
valumcode (Thiroovithancode and Veera Keralapu-
ram); that Bhanu Vicrama shall be the king over his
land of Keralam, and that he was then placed on a
throne of gold set with gems and had holy water and
pearls poured over his head. Parasu Rama then giv-
ing him his own sword, together with many royal
privileges, styled him king of the land between Cape
Comorin and Gokurnam. A gold coin, called Rasi,
was then minted and made over to the king for circu-
lation as the currency throughout his dominions. One
of the three brothers of this king was stationed at
Gokurnam. This was the king of Kolathnaud who
ruled South Canara under the designation of Cola.
It is also stated that a long time afterwards, Parasu
Rama personally crowned Bhanu Vicrama's nephew,
Adithya Vicrama, at Sree Vurdhanapuram, presenting
him with a sword as bright as the sun, and nominating
eight ministers under him.




INSTALLATION OF BHANU VICRAMA AS KING OF KERALA.
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It 18 likewise stated that latterly, Parasu Rama took
a great interest in Udaya Vurmah, the head of the
Cola Royal family, who was called the Northern
Perumal, and made him the king of North Kerala,
that a relative of Udaya Vurmah, who was in charge
of a separate portion of the Cola country, became
a Bhuddist, and built several temples and lived apart
from the Royal family; that the Bhuddist king pro-
ceeded to Mecca and died there; that his funeral
rites having been accidentally performed by one of
the females of his house the Brahmans excommuni-
cated the whole family with which King Udaya Vurmah
was connected, whereupon Parasu Rama, consulting
the great sage Narada, instructed Udaya Vurmah
to perform the great ceremony called Hirannya Garb-
ham, by constructing a golden cow and a silver bull,
each weighing hundred thousand fanams (about ninety
ibs.), to perform certain ceremonies, and to distribute
gold a,ndp gilver among the Brahmans; that-Parasu
Rama instituted a national ceremony called Mahamak-
ham! and performed it with great splendour at Thiru-
nawaye on the banks of the Bharathapulay (a river
running to the south-west of Shoranore) : that when the
Brahmans of the sixty-four gramams and the chiefs and
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petty rajahs of the country between Cape Comorin

and Gokurnam were assembled at that place, the first
seat in the assembly was assigned to Kulasekhara
Perumal, king of Travancore, and the next to Udaya
Vurmah of Kolathnaud, to the latter. being assigned
the duty of the future performance of this ceremony
every twelfth year. We find also that the art of
war was introduced by Parasu Rama and that the
kings were tanght the use of various weapons; that
Parasu Rama then retired from Keralam, promising
the Brahmans that on an emergency, he would appear
at Trichoor, should the Brahmans of the sixty-four
gramams meet together, and meditate on him; that
the Brahmans wanted to make a trial and Parasu Rama

1. Madras Journal of Science and Literature, No. 30, page 124.
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appeared, but having learnt that there was no parti-
cular occasion for his being summoned, pronounced -
an imprecation on the Brahmans of the sixty-four
gramams saying that they would never in future be
able to meet there together.

This Mahatmyam is said to be an Upa Purana,
deriving its origin from Bhoogola Purana, and is in
the form of a discourse between Yudhishtira and the
sage Gurgga.

In “ Valmiki Ramayana’ we find that the emissaries
of Rama were ordered to search for Seetha in Keralam

also. We have now got through the second age,
Thretha Yugam.

In the third age, Dwapara Yugam, the king of
Kerala is often mentioned 1n the renowned work
“ Maha Bharata.”” The king of Kerala was as already

‘mentioned one of the tributaries of the Emperor

Yudhishtira, and during the great war, the Kerala
king fought on the side of the Pandavas and died
in the war. It is also said that the Pandavas, during
their secret wanderings, visited Trevandrum and made
several vows to the Deity Padmanabha Swamy.

During his pilgrimage, Arjuna visited Madura, where
he married the daughter of the Pandyan king, and by
her he had a son named Bebhruvahanen. On his way
to Dwaraka, Arjuna visited Cape Comorin and Tre-
vandrum and 18 generally believed to have consecrated
a temple dedicated to the Goddess Durga on the banks
of a tank, which is still called Phalgunan Kulam
(Arjuna’s Tank). He is said to have visited several
places in Keralam before he returned to his capital.®

In a certain Tamil poem, the author says that Bela
Rama, Sree Krishna's brother, visited the Chera king-
dom, and attended the coronation of the then king,
crowning him with his own hand.

L)

* W. Taylor’s Historical Manuscript Translation, vol. I, p. 226.
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Now we enter into the present age (Kali Yugam).
In the early part of this age Bharatha Khandam (India)
was under the rule of the Emperor Yudhishtira, and
the king of Kerala, as heretofore, was tributary to
him. After the close of Yudhishtira’s reign, which is
sald to have ended in the 36th year of Kali, the subor-

dinate relation to the succeeding emperors continued
as a matter of course.

Up to the tenth century of the Kali Yugam, 48 kings
reigned over the Chera kingdom. A list of their names
has been preserved by one Kodumudi Ramalingam
Kavirayer (Poet), now residing in the Erode Talook,

most likely belonging to an ancient family of poets
formerly attached to the Chera king’s court.

This list shows that these kings reigned years
mn the Kali Yugam. The 8th, 17th, 26th and 48th
names in the list being unintelligible, are omitted, and
the rest are the following :—

1, Yadukula Cheren; 2, Vamsothunga Cheren ;

CHAP.
I.

3, Manumurainatatha Cheren; 4, Veeraprathapa '

Cheren ; 5, Vikramaheswara Cheren; 6, Ripukulak-
sheya Cheren; 7, Samasardoola Cheren; 8—9, Puli-
kotiparitha Cheren; 10, Ellaikarakanda Cheten ;
11, Rajagambheera Cheren; 12, Rajamarthanda
Cheren ; 13, Raja Rajeswara Cheren ; 14, Rajaprathapa
Cheren ; 15, Munril Maniyitta Cheren; 16, Mummur-
thi Cheren; 17— 18, Ananthaguna Cheren; 19, Vamsa
Paripala Cheren; 20, Mangalakara Cheren; 21,
Dhana Vishthara Cheren; 22, Varagunotpala Cheren ;
23, Asramanilayitta Cheren; 24, Anubhuthi Cheren;
25, Ava Cheren; 26— 27, Sivapada Sikhara Cheren ;
28, Tiruneetu Cheren; 29, Eludisa Cheren; 30, Mai-

rul; 31, Banarku Nidhi Thantha Cheren; 32,

haskara Bhanu Cheren ; 33, Aksheya Pathra Cheren;
34, Siva Dharmottama Raja Cheren; 385, Sivanesa
Cheren; 386, Sivotpala Cheren; 87, Daivakunjara
Cheren ; 38, Sindhuvarunya Cheren; 39, Thrikedara
Cheren ; 40, Thridesaranga Cheren; 41, Athulaprathapa
Cheren; 42, Aganithakeerthiprathapa Cheren; 43,








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































