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FOREWORD Vil

unfortunately tries indirectly to preach, if men apply
their minds honestly to the task of the regeneration of
mankind and if humanity adheres to the fundamentals
of all religions and strives to foster the spirit of brother-
hood. In the wordd of the author ¢ Let us think and act
not in terms of nationalism but in terms of inter-
nationalism ’. And by such unselfish conduct even the
most self-centered may feel ultimately that he ensures
his own happiness and that of his narrow eclan, or
country much more assuredly than by means of conflicts,
chaos and conflagration!

N ¥ B'I-
UNIVERSITY OF mm.s,} A. LAKSHMANASWAMI MUDALIAR
. 1st April, 1944.
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one not so clad (2) one should fight only one enemy and
cease fighting if the opponent is disabled (3) aged men,
women and children, the retreating, or o;ie who held a
sstraw in his lips as a sign of unconditional surrender
‘should not be killed. Tt is of topical interest to note that
one of the laws enjoins the army to leave the fruit and
flower gardens, temples and other places of public
worship unmolested.

‘The chapters dealing with the Departments of
Army, their respective duties, the weapons used in
ancient warfare and strategy and tactics in war have
been presented in a masterly way and give the reader
a realistic conception of how wars were carried on in
ancient India. No less interesting is the chapter on
Diplomacy and War although one may not be inclined

' to agree with the ethics underlying some of these diplo-
macies. But perhaps state-craft can never be freed from
such unfortunate trends, and one may console oneself
with the thought that it is not the soldiers who are
responsible for such state-craft in all ages. .

This is a foreword and not a critical review, which
should be left to competent scholars. To the lay mind,
the theme and the method of exposition are so interest-
ing that the book furnishes entertaining reading. It is
gratifying to note that the author has come to the same
conclusion which has been forced on most thinking men,
that war cann.ot be _eradicted, but should be ennobled.
And this can be done only if men of good will foregather,
if men forget the pride of race “and birth which history
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I deem it a privilege to be given the opportunity of
writing a foreword to this excellent publication, War .
in Ancient India, at the request of the author, Mr. V. R,
Ramachandra Dikshitar. Mr. Dikshitar’s works have
attracted the notice of scholars, both in the East and the
West, and some of his classics like the Silappadikaram,
have justly won for him wide appreciation. In l;rin'ging
out this monumental work on War in Ancient India,
at this particular juncture, Mr. Dikshitar has placed
historians, more particularly Indian historians, under a
deep debt of gratitude.

War is as old as the human race, and despite
pious resolutions and possible prophylactic measures, it
threatens to repeat itself at intervals as long as the
human race lasts! Each century has witnessed a war
more grimpand deyastating in its effect than the last, and
g -called march of civilization, atrocities are
being perpetrated in modern times which would make
the warriors of old turn in their graves.

It i1s refreshing to note how in ancient times at least,
the laws of war were designed to bring out the best and
not the worst of human traits. Chivalry, individual
heroism, qualities of mercy and nobility of outlook even
in the grimmest of struggles were not unknown to the
soldiers of ancient India. Thus among the laws of war,
we find that (1) a warridr in armour must not fight with
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